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EO  12958  DECL:  06/07/2019 
TAGS  PGOV,  PINR,  PREL,  KPAO,  ET 

SUBJECT:  UNDERSTANDING  THE  ETHIOPIAN  HARDLINERS 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Donald  Yamamoto  for  reasons  1.4  (B)  and  (D). 
SUMMARY 


11.  (S)  In  a rare  meeting  with  the  elusive  head  of  the  Ethiopian  National  Intelligence  and  Security  Service  (NISS)  and  main  hardliner  within  th 
TOWARD  A BETTER  UNDERSTANDING 


12 • (S)  Through  the  arrangements  of  former  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Ethiopia,  Irv  Hicks,  Ambassador  met  with  Ethiopia's  national  intelligence  chief, 

13.  (S)  Getachew  added  that  the  GOE  does  conduct  talks  with  the  ONLF  and  OLF  and  there  are  groups,  like  the  Ethiopian  elders,  who  reach  out  to 
U.S.  GIVES  EXTREMISTS  A VOICE  AND  LEGITIMACY 
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14.  (S)  Getachew  complained  pointedly  that  Voice  of  America  (VOA)  is  biased  and  gives  a platform  for  extremist  elements.  XXXXXXXXXXXX 

15.  (S)  Getachew  also  discussed  the  VOA  reports  covering  former  State  Department  official  Greg  Stanton  of  Genocide  Watch,  who  charged  Prime  Mir 

16.  (S)  XXXXXXXXXXXX 
THE  OPPOSITION 


17.  (S)  Getachew  commented  on  Ethiopia's  opposition  leadership  underscoring  that  he  wishes  to  see  a vibrant  opposition  movement,  but  currently, 
ADDIS  ABAB  00001318  003  OF  004 

18.  (S)  XXXXXXXXXXXX 
DEMOCRACY  AND  HUMAN  RIGHTS 


19.  (S)  Getachew  echoed  common  themes  advocated  by  the  ruling  EPRDF  party  stalwarts  from  the  Prime  Minister  to  the  party  faithful.  He  stressed 
FOREIGN  POLICY:  ERITREA,  SOMALIA,  AND  SUDAN 


110.  (S)  Getachew  described  Eritrean  President  Isaias  Afwerki  as  "no  martyr,"  who  sought  to  survive  and  establish  himself  as  the  predominate  le 

111.  (S)  On  Somalia,  Getachew  said  the  only  way  to  support  stability  was  through  support  for  the  ASWJ  which  attracts  a wide  range  of  support  fi 

112.  (S)  On  Sudan,  Getachew  urged  the  U.S.  to  engage  Bashir  and  the  Sudanese  leadership.  Sudan,  more  than  Somalia,  poses  the  greatest  threat  tc 

COMMENT 


113.  (S)  It  is  interesting  that  Getachew 's  description  of  President  Isaias  mirrors  Getachew 's  own  character,  as  well. 
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Getachew  avoids  speaking  with  foreigners  and  few  foreigners  really  know  him.  He  is  not  well  liked  within  his  own  agency  for  decisions  he  makes 


